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and the robbers made the haul of their wicked lives. It
was the cruellest trick of fortune ; but he owned to have
made the money in one very doubtful trade that these
fellows practise; and we could not avoid the feeling that
the thief by violence had as good a right to the spoil as had
the thief by fraud.
The trade in question is this. Jilu men have made the
discovery that folk in Europe and America have much
sympathy with an ancient and struggling church, and are
willing to give considerable sums to assist it. So they
collect for " schools and orphanages." Men go by the
dozen to gather in money, nominally for these objects;
but actually spend it on their own needs alone. American
police know the trick well, and indeed have invented the
term "fake-priest" as descriptive of this branch of the
great profession of roguery.
One can feel some sympathy with the rascals who thus
answer the old question " why did Allah create fools, if
not for the profit of wise men ? " They are in absolute
and utter poverty ; and they know that by going to foreign
parts, and there " slinging a yarn " that they would not
expect their own people to take seriously, they can gather
sums that mean wealth to them. It is a great temptation ;
and it will continue till such time as charity and common
sense begin to run in double harness, and charitable folk
at home refuse to extend to these Orientals the trust they
would never repose in one of their own countrymen.
Further, tried by their own standards, these Orientals are
not cheating. An Eastern does not understand the ad-
ministration of a Trust. What you give, you give; and
may Allah reward you for your charity. But, when you
have given it, it is yours no longer ; and why should you
complain if its owner finds that he needs it for something
different to his original intent. You gave it for a school ?
Well, he really meant to use it for a school then; but after-
wards he found that he needed it for his own family. It
is his ; why not ? Narrow-minded man, why use the ugly
word thief ?
So, while sympathizing with these rascals, we advise no